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NSHIP TRAILS
in SUMMIT COUNTY, OH

-II-1e Springfield Township “Parks & Trails Presentation”
developed by former Parks Director Doug Foltz can be
seen on their website www.springfieldtownship.us.
Springfield Parks Department contact: Lakefront Center
330-734-4121 or the Springfield Town Hall 330-794-1739.
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. the Spartan Trail. Pres_erve_s important natural habitats, pr_ovides oF BRiAN CULLEN
The benefits that development of trails ‘;V(!S::Ztg'grat;‘;’r routes as well as scenic and
. and greenways provide to Springfield s treE)inopportunities
Township and its citizens are numerous. i
— - PHoTOS AT TOP OF M P I dv bei lized d and alternafuve
PAGE COURTESY OF any are airea y e’ng reaiized an transporta’uon
P N : e = Dan HoLLoway have the potential to extend well beyond Watershed areas indlude:
M i immediate outcomes to help ensure a éfy:h o . ot 1
: . T, ‘ H bright future for our trails. Cuyahoga, Tuscarawas
&% . Rivers and their tributaries
[ ] Transportation
‘ 70 4 . P ‘ Provides an alternative to gasoline powered Green Infrastructure
W - transportation o Uses natural systems to provide <
2491 Canfield Road, Akron, OH 44312 B Creates opportunities to tie into other modes of services to the community such
public transportation as flood control and improving
air and water quality 57 :
L Health and We_I_Iness ] Uses nature’s ecosystem :
- Increases opportunities for exercise services to meet the needs
Improves mental health o o of people and nature < S
- Shows measurable positive impacts in disease kL e
reduction, including obesity and diabetes, A ‘!'fﬁ %
‘ documented by health departments A < -
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PHoTO cOURTESY OF FRALEY MEMORY
PRrobucTIONS
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Enjoying a walk on the}S‘partan Trail '
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To expand Springfield Township’s offerings for healthy living by
creating a “Walkable” Community. Producing a trail network will
provide safe walks to school and recreational opportunities for all
residents, link cultural resources within our township and connect

to regional trails and resources in adjacent communities. This vision

will bring us outdoors, create civic pride and fond memories and
add value to our community for future generations.

“‘-........ ““‘
HB

“Walkable” Community will provide
safe access to our trails for all Springfield

Our children
should be provided
with safe access to
school as well as
connections to
recreational and
educational trails.
By extending

our trails in the
township, we will
give students a
safe route to travel
to school instead
of walking along
busy roads.
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The Spartan Trail is recognized as a major
component of the township’s trail plan. It
connects the community to the township’s
major asset, Springfield Lake, and the
community facilities located along the
lakefront where many events are held. The
Spartan Trail will be expanded in sections as
funding becomes available.

Recently received grants
and donations have

enabled the township
to proceed with
plans to extend

,,
+*

rail bed that brought people to the historic
Springfield Lake Park. The Spartan Trail will
further connect cultural resources within the
community, including the new Springfield
Township Library in Lakemore Plaza,
Waterworks Park, and Springfield High
School and Junior High. The trail plan also
seeks to provide connections from
neighborhoods to trails, including the Spartan
Trail and a proposed trail along the rail tracks

traversing the western section of the township.

Trails and recreational amenities are key
ingredients to a healthy, vibrant community
park system. A water trail system along the
Tuscarawas River is also part of the plan, for
use by canoers and kayakers. Trailheads are
identified on the plan, taking advantage of
existing parking facilities where possible, for

more immediate parking access for trail users.

This vision will
create community
pride as the trail
plan becomes
reality and our goal
of a well-connected,
Walkable
Community
is achieved.

Trail Opportunities

The following criteria were considered

o Links schools and neighborhoods to trails

o Builds upon and links trails
and parks already
successfully underway or
implemented within the
township, including the
Spartan Trail, Lauer
Park and Millheim Trail,
Springfield Bog Metro Park
and the Springfield
Community Trail at
Springfield Athletic Complex and Schrop School

o Connects to trails and other amenities of regional
significance in adjacent communities, including the
planned Rubber City Heritage Trail in Akron, and
the Buckeye Trail in Portage County

o Highlights unique community cultural and natural
resources by providing trail access for residents,
and linking them together

o |dentifies trail opportunities that are not associated
with vehicular roadways to provide a natural
experience for multi-purpose use

o Identifies routes along roadways where off-road
linkages are not available

o Stimulates economic development and revitalization

o Increases access to trails and recreational
amenities to improve health and wellness for the
community, and expands recreational opportunities
available to township residents

o Fosters civic pride, citizen involvement and value to
the community

Benefits of Trails

and hospitals

Recreation
Provides increased recreational
opportunities such as:
Hiking, biking, running, walking,
paddling and rowing
Bird and wildlife watching
Concerts and special events
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Promotes a connection with nature
Creates multi-generational benefits
Allows diversity in users and
motivations for use

Creates safer neighborhoods. Improves
quality of life for residents and visitors,
and increases opportunities for neighbors
to meet and interact

Promotes a common positive interest in
the welfare of trail travelers

Provides volunteer opportunities

Education
Creates interpretive opportunities
Gives citizens a better opportunity to learn
about natural and historical features
Helps get children outdoors
Provides areas for enhanced environmental
education
Promotes stewardship for our community resources

Economic Development
Expenditures by residents stay in community
Promotes commercial uses
Enhances tourism and aids in corporate relocation
and retention
Increases property values
Studies concluded that trails, open space and parks
increase value

Green Connections and Greenways
Preservation and enhancement of existing natural
areas contribute to water and air quality, habitat,
wildlife, open space protection and watersheds.
A natural connection of people to places
Offers recreational, ecological and economic benefits
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